
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

The Tradition Continues -“ A Year  with Frog and Toad!”  

      

Actors Theatre of Indiana (ATI) is Central Indiana’s newest professional theatre company founded in 
2005. This December ATI  will present the return of A YEAR WITH FROG AND TOAD at the Pike 
Performing Arts Center. 

 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN December 12 – 21, 2008  -- Actors Theatre of Indiana, Central Indiana’s professional theatre 
company continues the holiday tradition and presents this musical treat for the entire family, back by popular demand  
- A YEAR WITH FROG AND TOAD! 
 
Arnold Lobel's well-loved characters hop from the page to the stage in Robert and Willie Reale's musical A Year 
With Frog And Toad. Conceived by Mr. Lobel©s daughter, Adrianne Lobel, A Year With Frog And Toad remains true to 
the spirit of the original stories as it follows two great friends, the cheerful and popular Frog and the rather grumpy 
Toad through four fun-filled seasons. Waking from hibernation in the spring, they proceed to plant gardens, swim, rake 
leaves and go sledding, learning life lessons along the way, including a most important one about friendship and 
rejoicing in the attributes that make each of us different and special. 
 
The story of A YEAR WITH FROG AND TOAD begins in 1970, when Arnold Lobel©s classic book Frog and Toad are 
Friends was first published. Lobel received a Caldecott Honor award, and went on to publish three additional 
volumes of Frog and Toad adventures. In 1973, Frog and Toad Together was named a Newbery Honor book, making 
Lobel one of only a handful of authors to have received honor citations from both of children©s literature©s highest 
awards.  
 
In 2002, Adrianne Lobel, the author©s daughter, and a successful designer and producer in her own right, 
commissioned a musical based on her father©s most beloved characters. A YEAR WITH FROG AND TOAD, which 
incorporates stories from all four books, premiered at the Children©s Theater Company of Minneapolis on August 23, 
2002. The next stop was the off-Broadway New Victory Theater, specializing solely in family-oriented fare. After stellar 
reviews and a sold out run, the show transferred to Broadway, where it opened at the Cort Theater on April 13, 2003. 
A YEAR WITH FROG AND TOAD received three Tony nominations, including Best Musical.  A YEAR WITH FROG 
AND TOAD promises to be the holiday’s biggest family-oriented production ever as Actors Theatre of Indiana 
continues its successful 3rd season of professional theatre and arts education in the Central Indiana area. 

ATI Artistic Director / Co-Founder Judy Fitzgerald directs, ATI Resident Choreographer / Co-Founder Cynthia 
Collins choreographs, and David Duncan music directs this stellar cast which stars Bradley Reynolds * as “Frog”, 
Don Farrell * as “Toad”, Tim Hunt as “Snail”, Kyra Jeanne Kenyon as “Turtle”, and Jill Kelly as “Mouse”.  The 
production will be presented December 12 – 21, 2008 - Fridays and Saturdays @ 7:30 PM and Saturdays and 
Sundays @ 2 PM at the Pike Performing Arts Center, 6701 Zionsville Road, Indianapolis, IN 46268. Tickets are $32 for 
adults, $27 for seniors 65+, $25 for groups of 10+, $19 for students and $12 for children 12 and under.  Tickets may be 
purchased by either calling the Pike Box Office at 317- 216-5455 or online at www.pikepac.org . 
 

Actors Theatre of Indiana is Central Indiana’s professional equity theatre company.  For more information, call us at 
317-669-7983 or visit our website at www.actorstheatreofindiana.org 



“Actors Theatre of Indiana gave us a very lovely gift this year.  Frog would say, “ thank you.”   
So would Toad.  So do I.”  – Lou Harry, The Indianapolis Business Journal 

"The best new musical on Broadway! A kind of magic last seen when Jerome Robbins sent 
Mary Martin flying across the stage in Peter Pan."  - The Wall Street Journal 

�

"Children shriek with delight. Adults have been known to weep. And those in search of a 
saccharin-free, kid-friendly Broadway blockbuster at last have  
their wish." �- New York Magazine� 

PLEASE NOTE: THE CORRECT PHONE NUMBER FOR ALL ACTORS THEATRE OF INDIANA 2008 SEASON 
TICKET PURCHASES IS THE PIKE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER’S BOX OFFICE (317) 216-5455.   
 

Actors Theatre of Indiana * 160 West Carmel Drive, Ste 207 * Carmel, Indiana 46032 
 

Actors Theatre of Indiana presenting at Pike PAC | 6701 Zionsville Road | Indianapolis | IN | 46268 
 

http://www.actorstheatreofindiana.org   http://www.pikepac.org 
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�  ! !  " � � " # ! "�  ! !  " � � " # ! "�  ! !  " � � " # ! "�  ! !  " � � " # ! "  (Playwright) Willie Reale is a free-lance writer, living in New York. He has collaborated with 

his brother, Robert, on a musical called Once Around The City, which was produced by New York Stage and Film and at the 
Second Stage Theatre in New York. Quark Victory, another musical written with his brother, was produced by the Williamstown 
Theatre Festival. Other plays have been produced at the Ensemble Studio Theatre, the Actors Theatre of Louisville, and Circle 
Repertory Company. With his brother he has written A Year With Frog and Toad, which was performed at the Childrens’ Theater 
Company in Minneapolis, the New Victory Theatre and at the Cort Theater on Broadway. Willie received two Tony nominations for 
his book and lyrics. In 1981, he founded The 52nd Street Project, an organization that brings inner-city children together with 
professional theater artists to create theater. He served as the theater’s artistic director for 18 years. With the Project, he produced 
hundreds of plays. The programs of The 52nd Street Project are currently being replicated at 12 sites across the country through a 
series of publications entitled The Kid Theater Kit. For the kit he wrote “52 Pick Up,” the Project how-to manual, as well as 
numerous plays, and the lyrics to hundreds of songs, including two full-length musicals, all of which are available through 
Dramatists Play Service. In June of 1994, he was awarded a MacArthur in recognition of his ingenuity in creating theater and 
theater education programs for young people. For television, Mr. Reale has written for the NBC dramas Homicide: Life on the 
Streets, Deadline and Mr. Sterling. For Fox he has written for Keen Eddie and The Jury. He created a series called Out There for 
Sesame Workshop and the BBC, which shot in Australia. His work on the show was recognized by an Australian Film Institute 
Award (The Australian Emmy) and Prix Jeunesse and Writers’ Guild of America nominations. He has taught at New York University 
and the Yale School of Drama.  Willie is married to producer Jenny Gersten. They have two children, Augustus and Leonardo. 



� $ %" &' �� " # ! "� $ %" &' �� " # ! "� $ %" &' �� " # ! "� $ %" &' �� " # ! "  (Composer) Musicals-Broadway: A Year With Frog And Toad (Tony nomination). Off-

Broadway: Once Around The City (2nd Stage), Quark Victory (Williamstown Theater Festival). Music for plays: Richard Dresser’s 
Rounding Third (directed by John Rando) Diva, (WTF), Salvation’s Moon. Film: Ten-13, Passing Over, Wigstock, Dealers Among 
Dealers, The Victim, others. Television: PrimeTime, 20/20, Inside Edition, Out There (theme), Invent This (theme), Mugshots, Crime 
Stories, The System, The Mailman and the Pirhana, Case Closed, Beating The Rap, The Royals: Dynasty or Disaster?, others. As 
composer and record producer he has worked with Julie Andrews, Mel Torme, Sid Caeser and Imogene Coca. 

� &� $ ! ( �� $ %" !� &� $ ! ( �� $ %" !� &� $ ! ( �� $ %" !� &� $ ! ( �� $ %" !  (Author) When Arnold Lobel was growing up in Schenecdaty New York, he was out of 

school and sick through most of second grade. One of the ways he kept himself occupied was by drawing. Somewhat hesitant 
about returning to school, he used his animal drawings as a way to make friends with his classmates. It has been said that his sets 
of books about animal friends, such as Frog and Toad, were based on these experiences. Lobel himself commented "Frog and 
Toad are really two aspects of myself."  His health improved, and upon graduating high school, he decided to improve his artistic 
skills and attended Pratt Institute in Brooklyn where he focused on illustration and met his future wife Anita, also a talented 
illustrator. They settled in Brooklyn and had two children Adrianne and Adam. The Prospect Park Zoo was right across the meadow 
from their apartment, and the family would go there often. These trips to the zoo gave him the idea for the Mister Muster book. He 
dedicated it to Anita, Adrianna, and Adam. He and his wife worked in the same studio, on their own projects and on collaborations.  
Lobel©s books are warm, funny tales of love and friendship, most featuring animals as the main characters. His book Frog and Toad 
was a Caldecott Honor book in 1971. His lighthearted yet morally instructive book Fables won the Caldecott Medal in 1981. He has 
also illustrated many books by other authors, including Charlotte Zolotow©s The Quarreling Book.  Lobel called himself a 
daydreamer instead of an author or an artist. He would see the pictues in his mind before he would think up the words to go with 
them. "I cannot think of any work that could be more agreeable and fun than making books for children." Lobel has said. He died in 
1987 leaving a legacy of almost 100 books that he had written or illustrated. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

� $ � � � # &&" ! !� $ � � � # &&" ! !� $ � � � # &&" ! !� $ � � � # &&" ! ! �)�)�)�) ����* � $ # � +�has been a member of Actors© Equity 

Association  since 1992. His career includes Off-Broadway, Las Vegas, Regional and Educational 
productions. This January, 2008 Don will direct and choreograph the national and international 
tours of The Taffetas for the historic 1871 Springer Opera House in Columbus, GA.  On the concert 
stage, Don©s career began back in 1988 when he was asked to sing John William©s “America, the 
Dream Goes On” at the Democratic National Convention in Atlanta. Since then, he has worked as a 
featured guest soloist with major symphonies all across the nation.  Don is a BFA graduate with 
honors from the University of Cincinnati, College-Conservatory of Music.  He has served as a 
member of the drama faculty for New York City’s premiere musical theatre training conservatory 
Collaborative Arts Project 21 and teaches drama workshops for theatre companies and universities 
all over the nation.  Don is currently the Producing Artistic Director / Co-Founder of Actors Theatre 
of Indiana and is a Board Member of the League of Indianapolis Theatres.  He is married to ATI 
Artistic Director Judy Fitzgerald with whom they share blessed parenthood to their beautiful “almost” 
4 year-old daughter Elizabeth (“Lizzie”). 
 

� &# ( ! " , � � " , � $ ! ( - �) �� &# ( ! " , � � " , � $ ! ( - �) �� &# ( ! " , � � " , � $ ! ( - �) �� &# ( ! " , � � " , � $ ! ( - �) � **** � &$ 
 +� is a native of 

Indianapolis, and a graduate of Speedway High School. He received his Bachelor of Fine Arts in 
Musical Theatre from the University of Cincinnati, College-Conservatory of Music. Bradley has been 
a proud member of Actors’ Equity since 1984. During Bradley’s tenure in Los Angeles, he acted in 
several television commercials. Most notably, he was a national spokesperson for Hyundai 
automobiles, appearing in their first nationally televised commercial. He also performed his one man 
show, No Frills, appearing from San Diego to Sacramento. Bradley now resides in New York City 
and has lived there for 15 years. His New York credits include creating the role of Brian in Have A 
Nice Day, starring in Manhattan Serenade and When I Get My Name In Lights. Other regional 
credits include The Cat In The Hat in Seussical, Albert Peterson in Bye Bye Birdie, George in 
George M, Dick in Dames At Sea and Billy Lawlor in 42nd Street. Bradley is happy to be visiting 
back home again in Indiana after appearing in Beyond The Rainbow, The World Goes Round and 
COLE in ATI©s first 3 seasons.  In addition to acting Bradley has recently embarked on a producing 
career.  His production company is currently investing in the Broadway musical In The Heights which 
recently won the 2008 TONY ® Award for BEST MUSICAL.  Visit www.LAMSproductions.com . 
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September 12 - 21, 2008 at the Pike Performing Arts Center 

Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc. 

�
�  &" � ' " ( �� , � � � �52 ( , � �  ' 64 " &# ! ( � �

� , &# �5" # � � " � � " � , $ � �� , &# �5" # � � " � � " � , $ � �� , &# �5" # � � " � � " � , $ � �� , &# �5" # � � " � � " � , $ � �* �  &( �7 � � � $ ! " �
7 � �	 1 2  &&" ! � � � � 2 &' ! " +� is thrilled to be making her ATI debut while 

continuing to support her love for children’s theatre. Kyra has performed in a few of her other 
favorite children’s classics: The Little Mermaid, Beauty and the Beast, and most recently, as Frost 
in The Selfish Giant at the Indy Children’s Museum. Originally from Syracuse, New York, Kyra 
ventured to the Midwest to pursue a degree in musical theatre and dance. A few of her favorite NY 
credits include: State Fair, Damn Yankees, Oklahoma, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat, Phantom, Bye Bye Birdie, Big the Musical, and West Side Story. Since her move, she 
has performed as Iris Kelly in Fame, Susan Wilkes in Big River, Taddy Jo in The Best Little 
Whorehouse in Texas, Sandy in Grease, and Johanna in Sweeney Todd. In addition to performing, 
Kyra is a dance teacher, choreographer, gymnastics coach, and mother to her beautiful 2 year old, 
Kaia Jade. 

5 ! ! � � " ! ! ,5 ! ! � � " ! ! ,5 ! ! � � " ! ! ,5 ! ! � � " ! ! , ����* �  &( �8 � �� $ ! " �8 � �	 1 2  &&" ! �� �
� $ 2 - " +� is thrilled to be doing her first show with ATI! This past year she has worked 

mainly at Beef & Boards Dinner Theatre in Snow White, The Sound of Music, Peter Pan, Show 
Boat, Charlotte's Web and Run for your Wife. Last holiday season, she played Rose Smith in Meet 
Me in St.Louis at the Drury Lane Oakbrook Theatre in Chicago, where she travelled with the show 
to perform at the Gateway Playhouse in New York. She would like to thank Jeff and Dottie for their 
love and support. 
 

�  . � � 2 � '�  . � � 2 � '�  . � � 2 � '�  . � � 2 � ' ����* � # � � �  &( � � �  6# &( � �� � � 	 � #  ! +�  
is an Encore Award winning actor for his portrayal of Tom Sawyer in Big River. Other credits 
include Paul in A Chorus Line at Theatre on the Square; Dan/Apache/"Canaan Days" in Joseph… 
Dreamcoat with The Edyvean Repertory Theatre; Singin’ In The Rain at The Indianapolis Civic 
Theatre as well as Scarecrow in The Wiz, Smokey in Damn Yankees, and Caiaphas in Jesus 
Christ Superstar with Footlite Musicals. At American Cabaret Theatre, Tim appeared in Swing!, 
Elton and Stevie, Heartbreak Hotel and Disco Nights. Tim has also recorded for Music Theatre 
International (Guys and Dolls, The Music Man, Fiddler On The Roof); Hal Leonard Publishing 
(Disney©s Beauty and the Beast and others); and Plank Road Publishing. 
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ACTORS THEATRE OF INDIANA (ATI) is Central Indiana’s professional equity theatre company.  This award-winning 
(2007 and 2008 A-LIST winner of “The Best Theatre Group in Indy”) and nationally recognized arts organization sets 
the highest artistic standards, creating the powerful experience of shared theatre for its community. Now in its fourth 
season, Actors Theatre of Indiana continues its strong growth under the leadership team of Co-Founder/Resident 
Choreographer Cynthia Collins, Co-Founder/Producing Artistic Director Don Farrell and Co-Founder/Artistic Director 
Judy Fitzgerald. The 2008 season continues its tradition of new work with the Indiana premiere of Robin Hawdon’s 
hysterical farce PERFECT WEDDING and FOREVER PLAID, THE WORLD GOES ‘ROUND, the music of Kander & 
Ebb, and A YEAR WITH FROG AND TOAD to prove that Actors Theatre of Indiana is where great theatre lives. For 
more information, call 317-669-7983 or visit our website at www.actorstheatreofindiana.org  . 
 

Contact: ATI Co-Founders 
Don Farrell, Judy Fitzgerald, Cynthia Collins 
Actors Theatre of Indiana 
317-669-7983 phone 
317-669-8083 fax 
dfarrell@actorstheatreofindiana.org 
http://www.actorstheatreofindiana.org 
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